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interfered, these cruel rites were practised, and many
were seriously injured by them. When I have seen
men lacerating themselves it appeared to be rather from
the hope of gain than from devotion that they did it. In
every case they were intoxicated with a preparation of
hemp. But whatever the motive, at the great festivals
there are plenty ready to suffer, and, were it permitted,
would run the risk of permanent injury to themselves
from these frightful modes of worship.